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Bedtime Kisses, by Karin Larson, illustrated by Ginger Nielson, is a cute counting story 
especially suited to help little ones get ready for bed. This is an endearing way to help children 
learn to count to ten while modeling values of love and kindness.   
 
While waiting for mommy to come and tuck her into bed, the little girl goes around her room and 
counts out kisses for each of her stuffed animals and dolly.  The little girl in the story is 
unnamed—she could be any and every child who wants to be like mommy and give bedtime 
kisses to all her special toys. 
 
The artwork by Ginger Nielson is dreamy, frothy, and enchanting. The girl’s room is a feast for 
the eyes. As each special toy is given their kiss and kisses, pink hearts help count out the number 
of kisses they receive. The little girl and the toys are warmly drawn with sleepy eyes and sweet 
smiling faces. Everyone is ready to be kissed and tucked into bed. After she kisses all her critter 
pals, our sleepy-time girl gets her own bedtime kisses from her mommy, and everyone goes 
happily to sleep—tucked in together all warm and cozy. 
 
This is a darling, precious book. Children will enjoy the charming illustrations as they practice 
counting kisses until they fall asleep. It is a book they will want read again and again.  I see it 
easily becoming part of their bedtime ritual—a lovely and loving way to learn to count to ten. 

Reviewed by ~ Penelope Anne Cole, award-winning children’s author of Magical Matthew and 
Magical Mea ~ http://www.penelopeannecole.com/2014/05/bedtime-kisses-by-karin-larson.html  

 



Karin Larson’s debut children’s book is sure to delight your young muses from the onset. The 
whimsical connection many toddlers have with their stuffed animals is endearing to not only 
themselves, but to the adults in their lives. The simplicity of loving their stuffed animals as if 
they are real pulls at the heartstrings. Come along for a unique bedtime counting ritual that will 
soon become a classic routine in your home.  

The illustrations by Ginger Nielson provided a rich backdrop to Larson’s clever counting story.  

Reviewed by ~ Donna M. McDine, award-winning children’s author of The Golden Pathway and 
A Sandy Grave ~ http://donna-mcdine.blogspot.com/2014/06/book-review-bedtime-kisses-by-
karin.html  

 

This sweet book is a must for little one's.... it blends precious stuffed animals, counting, and 
bedtime kisses mixed with the love and security all young children need to feel. 
 
The simple text is great for beginner readers and a story that younger children will want parents 
to read over and over again. This is a tender sweet story that encourages parent and child 
interaction and the illustrations by Ginger Nielson definitely enhance the reader's experience. 

Reviewed by ~ Terri Forehand, author ~ http://terri-forehand.blogspot.com/2014/06/bedtime-
kisses-book-review.html  

 

If you have a little one who always wants to stay up "just for five more minutes", then this just 
might be the perfect book to encourage them to go to bed on time, if not earlier. 
Every child has at least one favourite toy, but this may help teach them to look after, love and 
value ALL their toys, but don't expect them to keep their toys as tidy as the little one in the story! 
 
The illustrator has done an exceptional job on the colour drawings, making it easy for the young 
reader (or listener) to relate to the gentle rhyming words. This book could easily become a 
favourite and much loved 'toy' as well. 
 
Reviewed by ~ Chris Graham, Amazon Top Reviewer   

 

This sweet little picture book consists of cute illustrations and a sentence to go along with nearly 
each of the illustration. 
 
It is a story of a little girl who bestows kisses on her stuffed toys before she herself is kissed and 
lovingly tucked in for the night by her mother. The number of kisses that she plants increases by 
the toy and boy does she have a variety of the stuffed toys!  
 
Most of the illustrations are cute but I liked the grouchy hog's illustration the sweetest of the lot. 
Another thing that I liked about Ginger Nielson's illustrations is that she has not gone out of her 



way to make the little girl look beautiful, her focus has been on the toys and the affection that the 
little girl has for them. 
 
The book portrays the affection that the child has for her toys and her sweet nighttime ritual. I 
would say it is more of a girls’ book. It is a picture book that can also be used for practice 
reading. 
 
I had to check out a few of the animals for myself that make up the little girl's stuffed toys, 
because I was not so sure about them. The book not only expands the kids’ knowledge about the 
animals but also augments the vocabulary of the reader as the author has used adjectives for few 
of the animals. 
 
The author, Karin Larson is a children's author and a freelance writer, also a speech/language 
pathologist. She is a graduate of the Institute of Children's Literature. 
 
Ginger Nielson is a full-time children's book illustrator and author. I found her short introduction 
different and also interesting.  
 
The target age group of the book is 0 to 5 years.  

Reviewed by Zealot Readings ~ professional book reviewer ~ 
http://zealotreaders.blogspot.com/2014/07/bedtime-kisses-by-karin-larson.html  
 
 
I think this is the sweetest nighttime story for young children. I think children would have 
amazing dreams if this book is read to them nightly.  Counting and love wrapped together into an 
adorable read. 4.5 Stars. 
 
Reviewed by Emily Lewis ~ Mrs. Mommy Book Nerd's Book Reviews ~ 
http://mrsmommybooknerd.blogspot.com/2014/07/childrens-review-round-up.html  
 
 
This is a very cute counting book that rhymes. Toddlers will love the bright colorful pictures and 
the simple words to remember. I enjoyed the different animals, which made the story more 
interesting. Bedtime Kisses is the perfect counting book for little ones when they are off to sleep. 
 
Stitch gives Bedtime Kisses 4 woofs! 
 
Reviewed by Ashley Howland ~ Stitch Says Book Review ~ 
http://ahowland.org/wordpress/?p=2109  
 
 
One little kiss for the croaking frog, Two little kisses for the grouchy hog. 
 
This is how this gentle bedtime story starts out. A little girl kisses her favorite toys goodnight 
while waiting for Mommy to kiss her goodnight. 



 
The youngest readers and listeners will love this rhyming, picture book. Parents will love reading 
it to them since it’s also a counting book. 
 
Ginger Nielson illustrated this picture book in soft pastel colors that adds to Karin Larson’s 
bedtime story. 

Reviewed by Deb Hockenberry ~ The Bumpy Road to Writing for Children 
http://www.debhockenberry.com/the-bumpy-road-to-writing-for-children.html  

 

A beautiful little interpretation of a child who savors the bed time ritual.   When waiting for 
Mommy, kisses are given to all who wait in the play area.  In the end furry friends and child are 
tucked in bed after learning to count to ten.  

The adorable illustrations by Ginger Nielson pop from the page, are soft, bright, enticing and are 
sure to be a child pleaser.  Bedtime Kisses written by Karin Larson is a resource book for 
toddlers learning to count to ten and also for Young children beginning to read. 

I think this would be a perfect end of the day story with a soft and soothing feel that helps a child 
experience the bedtime tuck-in with security and contentment.   

Loved this book for its overall pleasing feel and affect.  Stars and treats for this one! 

Reviewed by Susan Hornbach ~ Bag Full of Books 4 Kids 
http://bagfullofbooks4kids.blogspot.com/2014/09/bedtime-kisses.html  
 
 
Karin Larson’s adorable story, Bedtime Kisses, is about a little girl awaiting her Mom’s bedtime 
kisses.  While she waits, she plants kisses on all her favorite stuffed animal “friends.”  Karin 
Larson’s use of rhyme will delight young readers, as well as the precious illustrations by Ginger 
Nielson.  This book is the quintessential bedtime story, and will help teach counting skills as well 
as new animal vocabulary.  It is a book that I’m sure, children will request as part of their 
nighttime ritual. 
 
Reviewed by Stacey Marshall, Children’s author ~ Captain Courage and the Fear-Squishing 
Shoes & Captain Courage and the World's Most Shocking Secret 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


